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August 18, 1999 .!-.

Secretary Darr Glickman
~amentofAgnculture
14 Street and Independent Avmue Southwest
Washingtm, DC 20250 II~Ij]~j][Ij![~IIIIII
CC: Presidmt Wdliam J. Clinton

Dear Secretary Glickrnan:

I SITI writingto let you Imowthat I am strongly cpposed to gmstically engineered crops. We should not punish
the EuroPans or any other countries for their stance. I think they are making the sessible choice of excluding
these crops from their diet, it is their choice and many Anwricans agree with them. It is not %%mti6cally
unfbrrrded”, as you put rt that there should be diatmst of thesa crcps. I &i these crops should be banned, but
since they are already here, genetically SSIgineeredand aherad foods should be labeled. The wamrrner has the
right to choose, dcm’tyou agree? Food labeling is a good thing and shotdd rrct be feared.

I read m the “Sarnt Paul Pimwr Press” a quote from you, ‘%ith aUthat biotechnology has to offer, it is nolhing
if it’s not acceptd’ by consumers, which YOUstated at the National Press Club, which I heard part of that
speech. lhis is so untrue. ?he majority&es not accept ~ at sU. After reading the article m the newspaper and
hearing part of your speech, it was so obvious that you have km listening to the big corporatiars, such as
Monsanto, companies that wiUprofit tlom the sales of gmeticdly engineered crops.

There is much evidencoto prove the case against genetic argiueering, as there is against hormmes m animals,
but I don’t think you have heard it all. I think further research is needed before you make dacisiars that will
affect our country and cd-mrsdmwr the road. 1thirdsthe study on the Mmarch Butterfly should be a wake up
call to you, as well as, the damage blown seeds from genetically mgineersd crops, wiU do to natiw plants. Iu
Mirmescta, people have destroyed many of our native plant species and their habitat. Now they are trying to
restore these habitata for our future health. We should rrd be messing around with this.

1have a book to recommend to yvu that wiUgive you a diffarmt point of vim, it is caUed“Biopiracy - The
Plunder of Nature and Knowledge” by Vandana Shivs. This book wiUgive you some insight to the problem and
give you the big picture.

I hope to hear horn you. I have heard aUthe rhetoric, but I want you to kmowtkqt I have dme my homewotic. 1
urge you ton- promote gerxtically mgirseered crq.w and move towards crops that are n!wfgssratksdly
esrgineeredor alter~ such as heirloom vari~ies.

M(M kpKtfUllJ’,

Terri Palrnquiat v
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